Ischaemia-reperfusion injury and regional inflammatory responses in abdominal aortic aneurysm repair.
The inflammatory response to abdominal aortic aneurysm repair is likely to result in response to an ischaemia-reperfusion injury (IRI) to the lower-limbs and gastrointestinal tract. This paper reviews the pathogenesis of the inflammatory response to abdominal aortic aneurysm repair, with specific reference to the levels of evidence in the current literature regarding the potential origin of the inflammatory response. Review article. The current literature (1966 to August 2003) was reviewed specifically for all articles employing techniques of regional blood sampling from the venous drainage of the lower limbs or gastrointestinal tract during abdominal aortic aneurysm repair. Ten relevant studies were identified. These demonstrated that regional blood sampling techniques could be easily performed, and provided useful information regarding the potential sites of origin of the inflammatory response. Regional blood sampling techniques provide useful information regarding the potential sites of origin of the inflammatory response. Current evidence suggests that both the lower limbs and gastrointestinal tract are clearly important in their roles, however more work is now required to compare directly the roles and contributions of the lower limbs and gastrointestinal tract to the inflammatory response during abdominal aortic aneurysm repair.